Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Text 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 ANKARA 09603 111132Z 

20 

ACTION EUR- 12 
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R 111055Z DEC 74 
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AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
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AMCONSUL IZMIR 
EUCOM 
CINCUSAFE 
USMISSION NATO 
USIA WASHDC 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ANKARA 9603 

BRUSSELS FOR AMBASSADOR MACOMB ER 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, MASS, TU 

SUB J : TURKISH PRESS COVERAGE OF MILITARY AID CUTOFF 
REF: A. ANKARA 9551 B. ANKARA 9514 

1. ON DAY FOLLOWING CUTOFF OF U.S. MILITARY AID TO TURKEY, ONLY 
TWO TURKISH DAILIES (MASS CIRCULATION HURRIYET AND GUNAYDIN) 

GIVE FAIRLY PROMINENT COVERAGE TO REPORT FROM WASHINGTON, BASED 
ON STATEMENT BY DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN DECEMBER 10, THAT AMERICAN 
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MILITARY AID TO TURKEY HAS BEEN CUT OFF AS OF DECEMBER 10, IN 
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ACCORDANCE WITH THE EARLIER DECISION OF THE CONGRESS. GUANYDIN 
ADDS. HOWEVER, THAT IF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ACCEPTS THE 
TWO-MONTH POSTPONEMENT OF THE CUTOFF DATE ALREADY APPROVED BY 
THE SENATE, MILITARY AID COULD BE RESUMED. SIMILAR REPORT WAS 
BROADCAST BY TURKISH RADIO NEWS AT 7:30 A.M., BUT STORY 
APPARENTLY CAME TOO LATE TO BE CARRIED BY OTHER DAILIES. 

2. THERE IS NO EDITORIAL COMMENT AS YET, AND MATTER WAS NOT 
RAISED IN DECEMBER 10 SESSION OF PARLIAMENT. HURRIYET, IN 
REFERENCE TO A REPORT THAT PRESIDENT FORD HAD AGREED TO THE CUTOFF 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CONGRESSIONAL RESOLUTION, QUOTED 
DEPUTY PRIMIN ZEYYAT BAYKARA AS EXPRESSING DISBELIEF. NO 

OTHER GOT OFFICIAL HAS MADE PUBLIC COMMENT ON ANY ASPECT OF 
CUTOFF. 

3. MOST MAJOR DAILIES CARRY RELATED REPORT, HOWEVER, THAT 
U.S. AID TO TURKEY AND CYPRUS ISSUE ARE SUBJECTS EXPECTED TO 

BE DISCUSSED IN BILATERAL MEETING BETWEEN SECRETARY KISSINGER 
AND FONMIN MELIH ESENBEL IN BRUSSELS. AT SAME TIME, THERE 
IS PROMINENT COVERAGE OF NEWS STORY FROM BRUSSELS REGARDING POSSIB- 
ILITY THAT SUSPENDED GERMAN MILITARY AID TO TURKEY COULD BE RESUMED 
SOON. PRESS ALSO NOTES THAT HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES HAS BEGUN CON- 
SIDERATION OF THE FOREIGN AID BILL WHICH WILL DETERMINE THE FUTURE 
OF U.S. AID TO TURKEY. 

4. COMMENT. AS REPORTED IN REFTELS, PUBLIC REACTION TO 

DATE REMAINS DISPASSIONATE AND LOW-KEY. HOWEVER, NOW THAT 
CUTOFF HAS BEEN CONFIRMED, EDITORIAL COMMENTATORS AND 
PRLIAMENTARY SPEAKERS COULD BEGIN TO FOCUS ON THIS ISSUE 
SOON. 

BERGUS 
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